
THE COMMISSION HAS NOT YET READ 

OR APPROVED THESE MINUTES 

 

TOWN OF EASTFORD 

INLAND WETLANDS AND WATERCOURSES COMMISSION 

September 25, 2014 – 7pm 

 

Regular Meeting 

 

 

Members Present: Tom DeJohn, Chair; Deb Lee, Vice-Chair; Rob Torcellini, Denis 

Day, Craig Whitehouse, Susan Welshman 

Absent:  
Also Present:  Susan Yorgensen, Wetlands Agent; Susan Welshman, Recording 

Secretary  

 

Meeting called to Order at 7:04 pm.  

 

Seating of Alternates: None. 

 

Old Business: None 

 

 

New Business:  

Application Received Post Agenda Filing: 

• File # 14-010 George Jung & Associates, Corner of Ashford and Westford 

Road, Eastford, CT. Construction of five (5) duplex residences with on site 

drilled wells and septic systems. Application received: September 25, 2014. 

Fee received: $460.00. Decision or Public Hearing by November 28, 2014. 

Tom DeJohn, Chair, addressed the Commission with an explanation of recent 

interactions between himself, the applicant, the applicant’s excavation contractor, 

the applicant’s engineer and Ben Shmidt of the Town of Eastford Public Works. 

A drive way permit had been signed off on and due to misinformation on the part 

of the applicant and his contractors, work began on the property prior to 

application for a Wetlands Permit. This work constituted an area of approximately 

80’x80’ being stripped of topsoil and the appearance of a resulting stockpile of 

soil. Ben Shmidt informed the applicant, engineer and contractor that the sign off 

pertained to a curb cut permit only. Excavation work on the site halted at this 

point. Norn Thibeault, Engineer with Killingly Engineering Associates, was 

present at the meeting to discuss application and plans with the Commission. 

Plans for the five duplex residences were presented. After apologizing to the 

Commission for the misunderstanding regarding the early start of the project, Mr. 

Thibeault went on to explain the applicant’s current plan for the duplexes. Susan 

Yorgensen asked if there would be one condo association for all buildings. The 

answer was yes. Ms. Yorgensen stated that DEEP may need to take jurisdiction 

depending upon the gallon per day of flow expended. Susan noted that the stated 



flagger of the Wetlands on the plan, Mark Sullivan, was incorrect. Mr. Thibeault 

will make the correction. Rob Torcellini asked the question of how much of the 

lot is being disturbed. Mr. Thibeault will get the exact percentage. Tom DeJohn 

noted that the letter from the soil scientist included with the application needs to 

be revised to reflect what is present within 100’ of all activity. Tom DeJohn read 

aloud from the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulation 9.1 regarding the 

Commission’s responsibility in determining whether application should go to 

Public Hearing. MOTION (Torcellini/Day) to propose a Public Hearing 

regarding this application to address possible public interest in this project. 

MOTION APPROVED.  Public Hearing is scheduled for October 23, 2014. 

 

 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

MOTION (Torcellini/Day) to approve the Minutes of the June 26, 2014 Regular 

Meeting as submitted. APPROVED. 

 

Chairman’s Report: None 

 

Wetland Agent Report: Susan Yorgensen reported the following activities:  

 

Westford Road Activity 

Susan reported that she had corresponded with Killingly Engineering in mid July 

regarding developing a piece of property with multiple single family houses set up as a 

condominium development. Susan advised the engineer to meet with the First Selectman 

or the Board of Selectmen regarding the project. Susan told the engineer that since 

Eastford has no zoning, the project would need to go before the Planning Commission if 

the property were part of a subdivision. Regardless, the project would need to go before 

the IWWC for approval. Susan reported receiving a call from Tom DeJohn on 

Wednesday, September 24, 2014 in which he informed her that work had begun at project 

site and was ongoing. Susan contacted Ben Schmidt, Public Works Supervisor and also 

emailed Killingly Engineering Associates informing them that were not signed off on a 

permit to begin work. She was later advised that work had stopped and an IWWC Permit 

Application had been submitted that afternoon. 

 

Crystal Pond 

Susan reported receiving several e-mails from Tax Assessor Carol Crawford and from 

Tom Crocket regarding proposed work at a .17 acre area on Crystal Pond. Susan advised 

Mr. Crocket that she was not sure that the North East District Department of Health 

would allow the proposed work on the property. They would also not likely be able to put 

in a well due to the close proximity of neighboring septic systems. If approval was given 

by NEDDH, Mr. Crocket would need approval from the IWWC for the project. He would 

also need to contact the First Selectman’s Office regarding the placement of a trailer on 

the property. Susan stated that the property is quite small and may have been intended as 

pedestrian access to the lake. 

 



Sign Offs 

Barn for Glen Barlow at 124 Old Colony Road 

In-Law Addition for Harakaly at 128 Hartford Turnpike 

Installation of water line for Platt at 18 Sprague Hill 

 

 

Planning Commission Report:  None 

 

Correspondence:   

• Decision letter from State of Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental 

Protection outlining recommendations for the Commission as well as the 

statement that “ the recommendations stated above do not rise to the level of 

IWRD opting to institute a proceeding aimed at revoking the authority of the 

Eastford Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission” 

 

 

Other Business:  Denis Day asked Susan Yorgensen what would be necessary for 

documentation to obtain a sign off for an addition to his residence. Both pieces of 

required information were then presented to Susan for review.  

 

MOTION (Torcellini/Day) to adjourn meeting at 8:30pm. APPROVED. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Susan Welshman, Recording Secretary                           Approved: ___________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


